BUCKINGHAM   PALACE, WHERE THE KING  LIVES,  FROM  THE  AIR

Buckingham Palace is nearly surrounded by green and open spaces.   From the Victoria

Memorial, before the palace, the wide Mall, seen on the right, runs for a short way between

the Green Park and St. James7 Park, a corner of which we see in the right foreground.

Separated from the Green Park by Constitution Hill are forty acres of royal garden.

them, back they go again. Then, except
for a few cats and pigeons, policemen and
night-watchmen, the place seems deserted.

The City, from just west of the Tower
to just east of Temple Bar, was swept
bare by the Great Fire in 1666, and few
relics of earlier times survive. Some
fragments are in those churches not
wholly pulled down before being rebuilt;
and, until recently, there was that price-
less gem of medieval architecture Crosby
Hall, which was carried off bodily to
Chelsea and re-erected there.

London Bridge, with its long low lines,
carries no suggestion of that older bridge
which once stood here, with houses hang-
ing out over the water, lining it like a
continuous street, except for certain
spaces here and there, where people could
go to escape being run over by the traffic.
Only from these could the river be seen.
This was for very many years the only
bridge.

It is an odd fact that the fashionable
quarter has always moved westward. In

Thames Street to-day, the noise of pon-
derous vans and the hoarse shouts of the
draymen echo in the narrow street as in
a ravine. Yet this was once the strong-
hold of the aristocracy. At Billingsgate,
now the fish-market, lived the earls of
Anmdel; near by in the (present) Her-
ald's College dwelt the proud earl of
Derby. Where Blackfriars Station stands
was Baynard's Castle, many times a royal
palace. Hence knights went riding up
Knightrider Street

We pass on to the Strand, now a great
business thoroughfare, with shops and
the overflow of newspaper offices from
Fleet Street, with theatres and hotels, and
two dignified churches, St. Mary-le-
Strand and St. Clement Danes. Here we
shall find Somerset House, built on the
site of the palace erected by the proud
Protector Somerset in 1549-52. It is now
the General Register Office for the na-
tion, and the Board of Inland Revenue,

York, Durham, Exeter and Northum-
berland Houses all had here their gardens